resses. It has nine huge and richly deco-
rated outer gates and eleven inner doors.
Inside the mosque is a great courtyard
with orange and palm groves and foun-
tains for ablutions. The liwan has eleven
doors that glitter with most exquisite
golden decorations and impart to it a
most dreamlike appearance. The orna-
mentations in the interior of the mosque
are of delicately carved white marble
and sprinkled with gorgeous colours. It
" gives the appearance of mosaic laden with
crystal and gold. The inscriptions in gold
letters are either written on a ground of
crimson or ultramarine, alternating with
brilliant enamel work. It is impossible
to describe the splendour and profusion
of ornamentation on the arches, panels
and domes. The geometrical arabesque,
the fretwork and their thousand different
combinations are indeed most charming.
There is hardly a monarch of the illus-
trious Ummayyad family who did not
contribute towards the decoration of this
sumptuous edifice. Hakim's son, Abd al-
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